IN THE MATTER OF the Public Utilities Act
and
An Application by Yukon Electrical Company Limited
for Approval of Revenue Requirements for 2013 through 2015 inclusive
BEFORE:

B. McLennan, Chair
R. Laking
N. Prasad
R. Boisvert

)
)
)
)

August 28, 2013

BOARD ORDER 2013-07
WHEREAS:

A.

On May 27, 2013, Yukon Electrical Company Limited (YECL or Company) filed
with the Yukon Utilities Board (Board), pursuant to the Public Utilities Act (Act),
and Order-In-Council 1995/90, an Application requesting an order approving a
forecast revenue requirement for the 2013, 2014 and 2015 test years, an interim
refundable rate rider effective July 1, 2013, approval for the continued use of
deferral accounts listed in the application, approval to discontinue purchasing
third party distribution line (property) insurance after July 1, 2014, and approval
of the updated depreciation parameters;

B.

The General Rate Application proposes a revenue requirement of $54,956,000
for 2013, $58,707,000 for 2014, and a revenue requirement for 2015 of
$61,187,000;

C.

The Board issued Board Order 2013-02 on June 6, 2013, whereby the Board
provided a process schedule, pending ministerial approval;

D.

YECL received in excess of 1,100 Information Requests (IRs) from interveners
and the Board and requested an extension to the IR response deadline;

E.

The Board issued Board Order 2013-06 on August 6, 2013, whereby the Board
amended the proceeding schedule and allowed YECL to provide some
information responses by August 8, 2013 and a consolidation of all information
responses by August 29, 2013;

F.

YECL filed information responses by August 8, 2013;

G.

On August 13, 2013, UCG submitted a motion requesting that the Board issue an
order requiring YECL to provide adequate responses to certain IRs submitted by
UCG identified in the motion. UCG identified nine IR Responses that it argued
were deficient;
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H.

By way of memorandum dated August 14, 2013, the Board invited comments
from YECL on UCG’s motion. Comments were due on August 20, 2013 and reply
comments from UCG were due on August 23, 2013.

I.

Comments were received from YECL on the UCG motion on August 20, 2013
and reply comments were received from UCG on August 23, 2013;

J.

The Board has considered the UCG motion, the response from YECL and the
UCG reply in making its determinations on the need for further IR Responses in
this proceeding.

NOW THEREFORE, the Board orders as follows:
YECL shall provide further and better IR responses in accordance with the
Reasons attached in Appendix A to this Order by September 5, 2013.

DATED at the City of Whitehorse, in the Yukon Territory, this 28th day of August 2013.
BY ORDER

Bruce McLennan
Chair
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Appendix A to Board Order 2013-07
IN THE MATTER OF the Public Utilities Act
Revised Statutes of Yukon, 2002, c. 186, as amended
and
General Rate Application for 2013 through 2015 by
Yukon Electrical Company Limited
Reasons for Decision
The Board has considered the requests of UCG for further and better IR responses. The Board
reviewed the record in relation to the IRs in question and the responses provided to date by
YECL, and the submissions of UCG and YECL relating to the IRs. The Board has considered
the nature of the current proceeding, the materiality and potential impacts to parties of further
information responses being provided or not provided, and the Board’s Rules of Practice in
considering UCG’s motion. In general, this GRA is to test the requested revenue requirements
for YECL for the years 2013 to 2015 inclusive.
In arriving at the following determinations, the Board balanced the level of detail requested in
some of the IRs, whether the IRs were relevant to the proceeding, and whether the information
responses could be provided in a timely manner.
UCG-YECL-4: The Board is of the view that YECL has provided an adequate response on this
IR and no further response is required.
UCG-YECL-5(b): The Board notes that the inclusion of GST is a simple mathematical exercise
that gives a “total cost” picture to YECL customers. In the Board’s view the UCG request is
reasonable and directs YECL to fully respond to this IR.
UCG-YECL-5(c): The Board is of the view that this IR has been adequately responded to by
YECL and no further response is required.
UCG-YECL-9(a): The UCG request is reasonable; YECL is directed to provide the source
documents in electronic format as requested.
UCG-YECL-10(b): The Board understands YECL’s response to be that there is no change in
risk by including a deferral account for industrial sales. UCG may question the assumptions on
which the assertion is based in its evidence or at the oral hearing.

Board Order 2013-07 – Reasons for Decision

Page 1 of 2

UCG-YECL-18(a): The Board is of the view that YECL can provide more detail to respond to
the UCG request without actually providing invoices. The Board directs YECL to provide an
Excel spreadsheet that shows the calculation of the forecast fuel price including a listing of the
invoiced amounts that make up the fuel inventory balance.
UCG-YECL-18(b): The Board is of the view that this IR has been adequately responded to by
YECL and no further response is required.
UCG-YECL-24(a): The Board is of the view that this IR has been adequately responded to by
YECL and no further response is required.
UCG-YECL-24(b): The Board is of the view that this IR has been adequately responded to by
YECL and no further response is required.
UCG-YECL-30(j): The Board is of the view that YECL can provide the information requested
by UCG by showing the impact on major components of the revenue requirement model, such
as the change in income tax and any other changes that occur. Therefore, the Board directs
YECL to respond to this IR with more detail.
UCG-YECL-32: The Board is of the view that this IR has been adequately responded to by
YECL and no further response is required.
UCG-YECL-98(c): The Board is of the view that this IR has been adequately responded to by
YEC and no further response is required.

Nothing in this Board Order or Reasons for Decision prevents interveners from presenting
evidence or lines of questioning on these issues at the oral hearing.
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